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Hall (OH)
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Tucker
Yates
Young (AK)

b 2128

Ms. JACKSON-LEE and Mr. MATSUI
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to
‘‘nay.’’

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

POSTPONING VOTES DURING CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2126, DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1996

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that during
consideration of H.R. 2126, the Defense
Appropriations Act of 1996, pursuant to
the provisions of House Resolution 205,
the Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole may postpone until a time dur-
ing further consideration in the Com-
mittee of the Whole a request for a re-
corded vote on any amendment, and
that the Chairman of the Committee of
the Whole may reduce to not less than
5 minutes the time for voting by elec-
tronic vote on any postponed question
that immediately follows another vote
by electronic device without interven-
ing business, provided that the time for
voting by electronic device on the first
in any series of questions shall not be
less than 15 minutes.

b 2130

Mr. Speaker, in explanation of that
unanimous-consent request, I would
like the Members to be advised that
this evening we will conduct general
debate on this bill and debate amend-
ments in title I and title II. We will
also consider the C–17 amendment in
title III, and after conclusion of the C–
17 amendment, then the Committee
will rise.

We have no expectation of any fur-
ther recorded votes this evening.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the H.R. 2126, making appro-
priations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1996, and for other purposes,
and that I be permitted to include tab-
ular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman
from Florida?

There was no objection.

f

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1996

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 205 and rule
XXIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2126.

b 2131

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2126) mak-

ing appropriations for the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1996, and for other pur-
poses with Mr. SENSENBRENNER in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. YOUNG] and the gentleman
from Pennsylvania [Mr. MURTHA] will
each be recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida [Mr. YOUNG].

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself 5 minutes.

Mr. Chairman, first, I would like to
thank all of the members of the sub-
committee who have spent the better
part of this year in hearings and in
markups for the preparation and the
presentation of this bill to the full
House.

This is a good bill providing for the
national defense of our Nation. Mr.
Chairman, there are many areas of leg-
islative activity in which the Federal
Government finds itself a player, many
of which could be done equally as well,
if not better, by the States or by the
local governments. Mr. Chairman, if
there is any one responsibility of the
Federal Government, it is to provide
for the defense of our Nation and to
provide for the security of our national
interests wherever they might lie.

The bill we present this evening to-
tals $244.1 billion in budget authority
and $244.2 billion in outlays. Compared
to the fiscal year 2995 level, we are $2.5
billion higher in budget authority, but
$5.4 billion less in outlays. We are
above the President’s budget request,
but we are $2.2 billion less than the au-
thorization bill which passed the House
on June 15.

A strong theme of this bill is to pro-
vide readiness for U.S. forces should
they be called upon to perform in an
arena of hostility and to provide some
quality of life for those men and
women who serve in our uniformed
services who are prepared to do just
that.

Procurement has been reduced over
the last 10 years by 70 percent.

This bill does a little bit to turn that
around. While we do provide an in-
crease for procurement, we also add
funds for readiness and cost-of-living
adjustments, pay raises for people in
uniforms, and things of this type.

We have reduced over 120 programs
from the amounts requested by the
President. We have fully funded the
military pay raise, and have also added
$90 million for housing allowances. We
have added $1 billion for real property
maintenance, and much of that goes
for the renovation and the repair of our
barracks. Many of our soldiers are
today living in World War II barracks
that are pretty rundown, and we need
to make a considerable change there.
This bill does that.

Mr. Chairman, there were several
philosophies involved here. One was
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